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As Free; and not uſing Your Liberty for 
4 Cloke of Maliciouſneſs ; but as the Ser- 
= vants of GOD.. 


HAT the beſt Things are at once 
the moſt liable to be abuſed, and at- 
tended with the worſt Conſequences 
1 when they are ſo ; is a Complaint 
hich human Affairs give us frequent Occaſion 
to make; but never perhaps more juſt Occaſion 
than in the Inſtance ſuggeſted by the Words 
before us. To diftinguilh the exact Boundary 
between Liberty and Licentiouſneſs, and to ſay 
preciſely, where the one ends and the other be- 
gins, requires more Diſcernment than we are 
often Maſters of even in our cool Deliberations; 
much leſs can ſo much Accuracy be expected 
from Men engaged in the Eagerneſs of Purſuit, 
and the Heat of Action. And yet true Liberty 
ls not more valuable, than Liberty falſely ſo cal- 
Hed is dangerous. When once Men have paſs'd 
the Line between them, the farther they pur- 
ue Liberty, the farther they remove from it; 
till at laſt they find themſelves in thoſe very 
Depths of Slavery, which they vainly imagined 
they were taking the moſt ſpeedy Courſe to 
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Tragedy of this Day: Times, not more diſtin- 


Effects of an uncontrollable Licence were then 


late diſcovered, it had exchanged a well-regu- 


[+4] 


For an Inſtance of what is here obſerved, we 
need go no farther, than to the Times which of 


brought on, and immediately followed, the 


guild, in their beginning, by a paſſonate Zeal 


for Liberty, with regard to Religion and Civil 3 
Government, than they were in their Progreſs 
by a moſt maliciogs Abuſe, and in their Conclu. 


fion by a moſt deplorable Want, of it in Both. The 
ſeverely felt; when this deluded Nation too 


lated, Legal, Liber ty, in one of the beſt Conſti. 
tutions of Government, and under one of the 
molt pious of Princes, for lawleſs Tyranny in 
every Shape, under a Succeſſion of inſolent U. 
ſurpers: And a decent and edifying Form of 
Worſhip, under an Order of Church- Governours 
Primitive and Apoſtolical, for numerous wild and 
monſtrous Productions of Enthuſiaſm, agreeing 
in nothing but Superſtition and Blindneſs, made 
{till leſs | As Cx by wearing the venerable * 
Names of Liberty and pure Religion. - 
Such an Example as this ought certainly to 
be a ſtanding Admonition to all ſucceeding Ge 
nerations: And without Queſtion it has been, 
and, ſo long as it is duly remember'd, always * 
will be, a conſiderable Check upon that Spirit 
of Licentiouſneſs, to which we of this Nation 
ſeem to have too powerful a Tendency. Senn: 


{ible of this, and (as it ſhould ſeem) in order to = 


prevent any ſuch Impreſſions as a juſt Notion} ; 
and proper Remembrance of thoſe Times might} ? 
be apt to make, Some haye endeavoured to de.? 

| ſtroll 


l 1 
ve ſtroy the Credit of our moſt faithful Accounts 


ch Pr them, and to ſubſtitute others better calcu- 
he Hated for the Purpoſe of Diſguiſing. The Suc- 


n- eſs of ſuch Attempts among rational and im- 
a! Pata Men, has not, I preſume, been much to 
vil be boaſted of. Yet, as in Calumnies of all Kinds 
els numerous Accuſations, which jmgly taken wou d 
lu. be ineffectual, often force their Way merely by 


he being boldly repeated; ſo it ſeems to have hap- 
zen pened with the, otherwiſe feeble, Efforts of Li- 
00 bertiniſm in the Caſe before us. The large Ad- 
zu- vances we have for ſome Time been making to- 
{ti- wards a Diſregard to all Order and Authority, 
the both in Matters Civil and Sacred, under the ſpe- 
in cious Appearance of Liberty and Free- Thindina, 
U. are ſuch as can hardly be otherwiſe accounted 
of for, than by ſuppoſing us to have in a great 
urs Meaſure loſt the Remembrance of thole Di- 
and ſtractions, which the like Pretences, not quite 
ing a Century ago, introduced into this Church and 
ade * Nation. 
able An Attempt to adjuſt the Extent of Religious 
| and Civil Liberty, and to ſuggeſt the deſtructive 
y to {Conſequences of Exceſſes in either of them from 


Ge. the Experience of our Fore- fathers, may not at 
cen, ſuch a Time as this be wholly an ſeaſonable; nor 
ways will it be thought foreign to the Deſign of this 
pirit | Appointment, by which „/e are particularly di- 
tion rected to recommend and enforce the great 


Sen Duty of Submiſſion to Government. 


er: There were, it ſeems, ſome among the earlieſt 

tion 2} Converts to Chriſtianity, who miſunderſtood 

nightÞ3 the Nature of their Chriſtian Liberty, and per- 

- de ans it to "ery unjuſtifiable Purpoſes. To 
5], 


remedy 


„„ 


remedy this Inconvenience, we find the fir 
Preachers of the Goſpel {carcely ever mention. 
ing the Name of Liberty without ſubjoyning 
ſome Caution againſt the Abuſe of it. To omit 
other Inſtances, the Apoſtle in my Text addreſſe; 
thoſe to whom He wrote, in Terms of great 
Significance and Propriety upon this Subject 
He admits their Claim to Freedom; but then He 


fails not immediately to warn them againſt 


thoſe miſchievous Deſigns, to which that Clain 
would probably be made ſubſervient; He re. 


minds them, that their Chriſtian Freedom, 


whatever might be meant by it, was certainly 
bounded Freedom; that it left them, as it found 


them, Servants to 600, and by no Means exempt. 


ed them from the Obſervance of any of His In. 


ſtitutions; that Civ¹ Government came particu. 


larly entitled to their Veneration under Thai 


Character; and that therefore, however thc 


Forms of Government might be Ordmances «| 
Mer, they were bound to ſubmit themſelves t 
every one of them, which as Strangers and Pil. 


grims they ſhould happen to live under, for the F 


LORD's ſake. As Free indeed; yet not uſing theit 
Liberty for a Cloke of Malttouſneſs ; but as tht 
9ervants of GOD. 


The Caution before us ſeems to have a ſpe- 


cial Regard to thoſe wrong Notions of Chriſt:a! « 
Liberty, by which Order and Government were 
chiefly threaten d in the Infancy of Chriſtianity. 4 


There is however no Occaſion to confine it to 
this ſingle Point of View. The Danger now a. 
riſes from another Quarter. The preſent Afr 


ters of the Cauſe of Liberty ſeem not to think ; 
they 
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they have received any conſiderable Favours 


from Chriſtianity in That Reſpect, if in any o- 
ther: The Liberty they inſiſt on is (it ſeems) 


their Birthright : They (a) were never in Bondage 
to any Man; and therefore need not the Truths 
of the Goſpel to make them Free, In order there- 
fore to conſider this Subje as uſefully in gene- 
ral, and as ſuitably to the preſent Occaſion in 


particular, as I can, I ſhall endeayour, 
3 e | 


8 1. Firſt, To diſcover the true State and juſt 


_ Extent of that Liberty, wherewith, in our 
ſeveral Relations and Capacities, we are 
Free, Fn | 5 
II. Secondly, To illuſtrate the pernicious Con- 
ſequences of Liberty purſued too far; as ex- 
_ emplity'd in the Times, which the preſent 
Solemnity calls upon us to remember. And 
BB 1 5 5 
III. Thirdly, To conclude with a ſuitable As- 
plication of the foregoing Particulars. 
I. With regard to the Firſt of theſe, I ob- 


ſerve, that Freedom is a Term of Relative Import, 


generally, if not always, - implying a Reſpect to 
tome Obligations, Reſtraints, Inconyeniences, 


- Burthens, or the like, from which we are ſaid, 


or ſuppoſed, to be Free. And, as Relative Terms 
mutually illuſtrate each other, the Extent of 


dur Liberty in any Capacity may beſt be adjuſted 
by a View of the ſeveral Reſtraints or Obligations 
- Fe lye under in That Capacity: Nothing being 
more eyident, than that in whatſoeyer Inſtances 


(4) Joh, VIII. 32, 33. 
we 


[8] 


we acknowledge an Obligation we can have no 


conſiſtent Claim to Liberty. 
Again: Freedom, to any one who ſhall ex. 


mine his own Idea of it, will (I believe) appea 
to be deſireable or valuable not ſo properly on |: 


it own Account, as for the Sake of ſomething el/e, 
in other Words, to be rather a Means than an 


End. Now the Value of every Means ought to 


be eſtimated from its Conduciveneſls to the End 


propoſed to be ſerved by it. What Degrees of 
Liberty therefore are, in any Situation, det. 


able by us, muſt be diſcovered by conſidering, 


what Degrees of it are likely to promote the 1 


Attainment of our proper End in that Situ 
tion: Becauſe, ſhould Liberty, in any Degrees 
of it, appear more likely to obſtruct than fo 


ward the End we have in View, it muſt ia Pri. 


. portion ceale to appear to us defrreable. 


Theſe Obſervations, if taken along with us, 1 
will, I hope, aſſiſt us in ſatisfying Two impor. 


tant Points of Enquiry upon the preſent Subject; 


Namely, „To what Degrees of Liberty are ve 1 
100 entitled? And, What Meaſures of Li. 
er 


ty are really deſireable by us? And, that ue 


may proceed with the greater Clearneſs, it will 
be of Uſe, (with an Eye to the Queſtions jul 2? 


mention d) to conſider ourſelves diſtinctly s 


Men, and as Chriſtians; and, in each of thek 1 


Views, firſt ſeparately as Individuals, and then 
Jointly as Members of Society. 


Firſt then; Let us ſee how the Caſe ſtand 


with us as we are Men and Individuals, abſtract 


ing from all Relation to, or Dependance upon, Ft 
any of our Fellow-Creatures, In this View ſure - 


tan be to Man 


IV, if in any, we ſhall find ourſelves abſolutely 
Free, ſubject to no Check or Controll. And yet, 
even here the Caſe is quite otherwiſe. Man, 
when leaſt dependent on any created Being, is 
till the Servant of that GOD, who firſt placed 
and continually ſupports him in the State he. 
Finds himſelf in. On Gop he every Moment 
depends for Life and Breath and all Things: To 
Flim therefore he owes the Service and Obe- 
dilience of all his Powers. I may add, that Gop 
bas erected a Kind of Government in every 
Man's Breaſt, and made him (in due Subordi- 
the nation to his own Authority) a Law unto him- 
elf. He has implanted in each of us a Principle, 
to which we are accountable for the Uſe of our 
Freedom, and the Exerciſe of all our Faculties; 
and which will acquit or condemn, reward or 
puniſh us, according as our Work ſhall be. Hu- 
man Freedom then is by no Means a Freedom 
pf Thinking or Acting at all Adventures; but 
is a Freedom bounded by the Dictates of right 
*>Keaſon, and the Laws of GOD. 


* 


And as this is all the Liberty we can, in our 


Perſonal Capacity, 7u/tly lay Claim to, ſo more 
than this we cannot pruaently wiſh for. Man 
js a Being capable of underſtanding Truth, and 
; Enjoying Happineſs; and of both Truth and 

Happineſs Gop is in all Caſes the beſt, in moſt 
Caſes the ons Jang. The Liberty then, that 
cat efireable, mult be conducive to, 
at leaſt conſiſtent with, the Attainment of Theſe 

Ends: A Liberty of his Intellectual Faculties 
from Impediments in the Search of Truth; of 
ais Mill in the Choice of proper Means to Hap- 


pineſs; 


„ 
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pineſs; and of his inftriour Powers from ſuch 


Diſorders as wou d diſturb the Enjoyment of it: 


And all this under the Direction of that Being, 


who alone perfectly knows, What Man ic, and 


whereto he ſerveth, what 1s his Good, and what 
is is Evil. To claim a Liberty beyond this; 


to {hut out Information, and to reſiſt the Force 
of Evidence; to counteract the Order of our 


Nature, and to affect an Independence on the 
great Author of it; muft be as irrational as it 
is impious : It is to challenge as a Privilege the 


Liberty to err and to be miſerable. 


A Privilege, which a Rgt:onal Being might 
have been thought incapable of deſiring, had 
not the Deſire of it fatally diſcovered itſelf in 


the very Firſt of the whole Speczes; and were lit 
not the ſame Kind of Liberty which has ever 


ſince been contended for by the Children of Di ſobe. 


dience. For what were all the boaſted Conqueſts * 
of Epicurus and his Followers of old, and what 
are all the later Efforts of the ſame Kind under 
the ſpecious Title of Free- thinking, but ſo ma- 
ny Struggles for an uncontrolled Freedom of 
Thought and Action. Indeed all Schemes of Mo- 
rality and Duty, from which the Divine Authority | 
is excluded, are (I fear) really, tho not always 
deſignedly, Advances towards this Freedom upon 
Principle; and, ſhou'd they generally prevail, | 
wou'd ſoon be found ſtill nearer Approaches to 
it in Practice. But there are not wanting more | 
direct Attempts to break the Bonds of Religion | 
in ſunder; by aſſerting a Liberty of Action, not | 
ſubject to the perpetual Awe of a watchful Ob- | 
ſeryer, an impartial Judge, and an Almighty Þ 


Ayen- þ 
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Society. 
4 Number of Men ever actually exiſted. 
from the Beginning, and in a State of Innocence, 
declared not good for Man to be alone: And, had 
not Gop Himſelf interpoſed, fallen Men "mult 


1 MY 


ö } Avenger : A Liberty, which at beſt, and ſup- 
. = 'poſing its Aſſertors ſucceſsful, cou'd amount to 
no more than what our firſt Parents gain d by 
their Excluſion from Paradiſe; 1 mean, a Li- 
berty of going forth into a wild, unhoſpitable 
World without a Guide, of paſſing thro' it with- 
out Comfort, and of leaving it without Hope: 
3 3 But, in Reality, a Liberty of e and 
provoking that All-powerful Being (a) that ſit- 
teth in the Heavens; who at preſent 2425 aown 
J with Deriſion on all ſuch vain Attempts ; 
will, if not timely appeaſed, one Day 
I their preſumptuous Authors in His Wrath, and 
ver them in His ſore Diſplea ſure. 


and 


ſheak unto 


Thus far Man has been conſidered as out of 
This however is a State in which no 
It was 


ſoon have found it neceſſary to combine into 
Societies, and to conſtitute (as far as Men coud 
of themſelves conſtitute) ſome Kind of Govern— 
ment. For tho' a Liberty of (0) doing every Aſan 
what ſhou'd ſeem right in his own Eyes, is what 
he Lam of Nature does by no Means allow, yet 
it is what Men in a State of Nature wou d be 
very apt to aſſume: And a Liberty it is, which 
wou d ſoon exert itſelf in their b:ting and de- 
vouring one another, and ſoon terminate in their 
being deſtroyed one of another. 
We are come then to the Enquiry, © How 
our Freedom ſtands as we are Members of So- 
(4) Pfal. II. 4, J. (6) Judg. XVIL 6, | 
2 


ciety, 


18 } 


ciety, and how it is affected by the Introduction 

of Civil Government into the World? And here 
it muſt be obſerved, that all thoſe Reſtraints, 
which the Law of Nature lays upon the Free. 
dom of Individual, ſtill ſubſiſt in full Force with 
regard to that of Members of Society. Man is, 
from the firſt Moment of his Being, the Servant 
of GOD; and no Obligations ariſing from any 
ubſequent Relation can ſet him at Liberty from 
ſuch as reſult from that unalterable one. And 
thus much is, I think, allowed by All who ac. 
knowledge any Law of Nature, But farther than 


Diſquiſitions of this Kind ſeem very unwilling . 
to go along with us. That any of Men's Na- & 
tural Rights or Natural Liberties are receded | 
from at their Entrance into Society, is a Notion {| 


but have only, by ſo doing, furniſhed us with | f 
a freſh Inſtance of that Perplexity, which will 


thoſe who are ſabject to it. 
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This ſome late Pretenders to great Accuracy in 


againſt which they have raiſed much Clamour;  « 


ever attend all ſuch Reaſonings upon Govern- | . 
ment as take not the Dezty into their Account 
of it. It will not be expected, I ſhou'd detain | 8 
You upon this Point. In the moſt popular Go- | 3 
vernments fome Authority there muſt be, and | I 

ſomewhere placed. And whereſoever Authority | £ 
is placed, it mult, if it has any Meaning, create | « 
a proportionable Obligation to Obedience, (in | 
other Words, a proportionable Reſtraint upon | | 
the Freedom of Action they before enjoy d) in | Cant 


But, © how ſhall the Meaſures of the Mazi- | 
ſtrate's Authority, and of the Subjett's Liberty, be | Py 
mutually adjuſted >” This is indeed a Queſtion | © 
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Form of Government. 
2 Queſtion, with the Diſcuſſion of which private 
perſons, under Governments au conſtituted 
have nothing to do; as being already determi- 
Fed to their Hands. For, after all our Specula- 
tions, the Obligations lying on the Members of 
any Community as ſuch, muſt be meaſured by 
the Laws of That Community. 'Theſe are at once 
the Standards of the Magiſtrate's Authority, and 
of the Liberty of the Subject : "Theſe are the 
declared Will of the whole Society; and muſt 
Qctermine that of every Member of it. A Li- 
berty to oppoſe his own private Will to that of 
the Publick, and to reſiſt thoſe Perſons who are 

entruſted with the Execution of it, is no Part of 
that Liberty, which any Society can allow its 


— 


$5.54 


But, in Truth, this is 


Members: Nor can it be taken by any Subject 


pPithout a Violation of the Duty he owes to the 


Government that protects him; to himſelf as 


greatly intereſted in its Peace and Good Order; 
and eſpecially to That Being, whoſe Providence, 
in the Accounts of right Reaſon as well as thoſe 
of Revelation, (a) ruleth in the Kinedom of Men, 
and giveth it to whomſoever He will. 


Legal Liberty then is all that can be demanded 


by Members of Society; and more than this 
| Cannot conſiſtently be deſired by Any, who are 
Pilling to enjoy the Benefits of Government. 
Is true, « You may think yourſelf aggrieved 
: by ſome of the Laws in Being; Or, © You may 
N 2 a) Dan. 4. 25. 

(«) Dan. 4. 25 Ji 


[14 ] 1 
diſlike ſomething in the Form of Government you mul 
live under; Or perhaps, © Something in the ul 
Conduct of the Perſons {et over you is not as i pf 
ſhou'd be: And ſurely, a Liberty of providing F 
for the Redreſs of one's own particular Grievan. Me: 
ces, in the moſt compendious Way; of ſupplying re 
the Defects of an imperfect Conſtitution : of ity 
however, of cenſuring what appears faulty, and Paci 
repreſenting Things and Perſons as being what Fon 
they really are, mult be deſireable at leaſt, if ni feſp 
allowable.” So indeed the Caſe may appear up I. 
on a partial View of it. And thus much mut mor 
be granted, that, where by the ſtanding Rule; the) 
of the Conſtitution ſome Perſons are entruſted Fer 
with certain Degrees of Liberty, or, to ſpeak by 
more properly, certain Meaſures of Power, for Pol! 
any of the Purpoſes hinted at; the Exerciſe of df L 
ſuch Power by the proper Perſons, on neceſſag her 
Occaſions, and in a legal Manner, is not on 4 
allowable but commendable. But, what if ev 
Member of the Community ſhou d aſſume a L. 
berty of redreſſing his own apprehended, of! x 
even real, Grievances ; of inſulting the Final 4 
_ Determinations of the Supreme Authority; d 

ſitting in Judgment upon the Actions of hi} ! 
Governours; of treating with Indignity tho, ! 
Stations and Characters which the Conſtitution! F 
holds Sacred; of ſowing the Seeds of Diſconj ! 
tent, and fomenting Rebellion againſt them ! 
This ſurely is a Liberty, which no Man wou ? 
wiſh to ſee generally aſſumed, (and yet, if tis al 1 
lowable to one, it muſt be allowable to al! i} 
the ſame Circumſtances :) Tis indeed a Liber 
to defeat the very Ends of Government; an E 
| | | mii 
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Snuſt ſoon reduce us to that State, from the 
FMiſcries of which it was one principal Deſign 
pf Government to reſcue and protect us. 
From what has been ſuggeſted we may in ſome 
Meaſure collect, how our Freedom ſtands as we 
are Men; and this both in our Per ſonal Capa- 
ity as we are Individuals, and in our Social Ca- 
pacity as we are Subjects. 
Toncern'd to enquire into the State of 1 it in each 
keſpect as we are Chriſtians. 
lt has been juſt hinted above, that our com- 

mon Parents by aſſuming a Liberty to which 
3 They had no Title, loſt that Liberty which they 
. vere in Poſſeſſion of. And, in Fact, they there- 


But we are further 


by ſubjected, not only themſelves, but all their 
poſterity, to the worſt Kind of Dominion, that 


Indeed, We are Free from the Rigour and Con- 
glemnation of the Law of Works; from the hea- 
Ty Burthen of 57 emiſh Rites and Obſervances ; 
from the Tyranny of our own Luſts; and from 


. oft Þ) that Fear of Death, both Temporal and Eter- 


dal, which muſt otherwiſe all our Life-Time have 


$1045 Nane of the Sons of GOD. Theſe are Im- 


munities great and truly valuable; and of theſe 
de Chriſtians may juſtly glory. But ſtill, if we 
} Fou'd inherit the Privileges, we mult pay the 


Cheerful Obedience, of Sons. If we are (c) made 


(=) Job, VIII. 36, (6) Heb, II. 15. (c) Rom. VI. 22. 


df Luſt and Appetite, of Sin and Death. Here 
then with Joy and Gratitude we proclaim, that 
ta) We whom the Son hath made Free, are Free 


| * us in Bondage. From all theſe this Law of 
100 „e Sperit of Life has vindicated us into the glo- 


pee from Sin, we are, by an additional Obliga- 


tion, 
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Not but that, even in his Reſpect, Chriſtin. 3 
nity eminently diſplays itſelf as being, what it ? 
is emphatically called, (c) the perfect Law of Li. * 
berty. For, after all the late Boaſts of the Su. 
ficiency of our Underſtandings, the Rectitude 
of our Wills, and the Goodneſs of our Affe. 
ctions; Every one of us, who attends to what 
_ paſſes within him, mult feel, that his Under. 
ſtanding greatly needs Information, his Will Dl. 

rection, and his Aﬀections at once Reſtraint ? 
from Evil, and Incitement to Good. And, to di 
a Creature in ſuch a Situation, can it give a 
74ſt Cauſe of Complaint, that his Creator, a Be. 
ing of infinite Wiſdom, Power, and Goodneſs, 1 
ſhou'd call upon him for the Obedience of Tait 
to a Diſcovery of the moſt important Truths; 
the Readineſs of his Will to accept a Propoſal! ? 
of the Higheſt Good; the Complyance of h 
Affections with the moſt engaging Motives; 3 
and, in ſhort, the Concurrence of all his Fa- 
culties with the benign Influences of the Shirt 
of Grace? The ſelf-ſufficient Deiſt may call ſuct} * 
a Procecding an Infringement upon his Free. 
dom of Thinking, of Choice, of Action. Buy 
the truly rational Mriſtian will with humble!“ 
Thankfulneſs embrace ſuch an Infringement} *? 
(#) Cor. 10. 5, ( V, 35; (4) Jam, 1.2. 
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us only limits his Freedom by enlightening his 


an 
„ Underſtanding, and denies him no Liberty but 
alt that of deſtroying himſelf. 7 
Je. Such is the State of Chriſt:an Liberty in our 
e Perſonal Capacity. With regard to Civil Socie- 
us Fes, Chriſtianity, being intended for the Reli- 
gion of all Nations, is (I conceive) in Croil Mat- 
iz, ters adapted to the Conſtitution of each, with- 
t it out attempting the Subverſion of any. It takes 
[;. the Laws of each Community, to which it of- 
uf. fers itſelf, as it finds them : And as it gives 
ude ſuch as embrace it no Exemption from the juſt 
ff.. Reſtraints of Government, fo neither does it de- 
hat prive them of any Legal Privileges or Immu— 
ger. nities they were antecedently poſſeſs d of. But, 
Di- tho Chriſtianity has not altered the Meaſures, it 
aint has however greatly enforced the Duty, of Obe- 
„to dience to the Higher Powers. It teaches us, 
any 1a) that the Powers that be are ordained of GOD : 
Be. It requires Subjection to them from every Soul, as 
neſs, #0 the Ordinance of GOD : and urges the Neceſſity 
ait Of it, not only upon Prudential Conſiderations, | 
ths; but alſo for Conſcience ſake : It allows no Libert 
polal! f (b) private Revenge ; none of illegal or 3 
f hz Tuous Redreſs of Grievances; none of (c) deſbiſing 
ves; Dominion or ſpeaking Evil of Dignities: It con- 
Pz. demns, in very ſtrong Terms, all Reſiſting of the 
Hirt. Pupreme Powers, or (d) Taking the Sword againſt 
ſuch} {hoſe who are regularly commiſſion'd by them: 
Free.“ It has not, by minutely pointing out excepted 
Bu] Caſes, and ſhewing Men how near they may ap- 
imble Proach to the Confines of Sin without falling 
men} alt) Rom, XI, 1-6, () NIL, 25. ( Jude 8, (%) Matt 


4 C into 


— 


E 


lion: But by requiring its Profeſſors in general 


them in mind to be ſubject to Priucipalities and 
neſs of Mankind. 


of that Society which is moſt properly Chriſtian; 
and how it is affected by our becoming Subjects 
of CHRIST's ſpiritual Kingdom: A Kznedin 
which tho' not (c) OF this World, either with re- 


(.) 1 Th. IV. II. () Tit. III. 1. (9 Joh. XVIII. 36. 
\ (d) For a full Proof of what cou'd here b 

refer articularly, among many others, to 
A. by. Potter's Diſcourſe on Church Government, 


into it, invited Human Nature, of itſelf more 
than ſufficiently inclined, to Sedition and Rebel. 


to (a) ſtudy to be quiet, and its Teachers to (0) pu; | 4 


Powers, it has at once beſt provided for its oun 2 
favorable Reception, and for the ſocial Happi. T: 


I muſt not cloſe this Head without conſider. f 
ing the State of our Liberty as we are Member; * 


gard to its Origin or its Conſummation, yet 
plainly appears intended by its Divine Founder 
to have a real Exiſtence, (d) as a Viſible Societh), 
IN this World; and as ſuch to have viſible Of 
fices, Ordinances, and Adminiſtrations ; and 
theſe conducted by Perſons regularly called and 
commiſſion d for that Purpoſe : to whom He 
has delegated ſo much Authority (and, by Conſe 
quence, ſo far limited the Freedom of others) 2 
the Nature and Ends of their Inſtitution require. 

What thoſe Ends are for which the Chriſtias 
Church and Chriſtian Miniſtry were inſtituted, may 
eaſily be learned from ſuch Paſſages as relate to 
the Inſtitution itſelf. Where (we find) Chriftiz| 
nity conſiders Mankind in general as being Ch: 


e only aſſerted, I mf! 


tr OCR EY} N 


Mr. Bur ſcough's Treatiſe on Church Government, and 


- . the Review of it. 


Dr. Rogers Diſcourſe on the Viſible and Inviſible Church, aud, 
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ſtruction, and the Danger they are in of being 
Ja) toſſed to and fro, and carry d about with every 
Wind of Doctrine And ſuch, with regard to Di- 


ine Truths we, all of us, in Fact, naturally are. 


1 IS 
1 
FE 

Bern 
has. 

+ Hb 


Accordingly, among the various (5) G:fts which 
CHRIST gave unto Men, the many gracious Pro- 
viſions He made for the Exigences of our Na- 
ture, (c) He gave ſome Apoſtles, ſome Prophets, 
ome Evangeliſts, ſome Paſtors and Teachers; For 
he Perfecting of the Saints unto the Work of the Mi- 
niſtry, unto the Edifying of the Body of CHRIST : 
Jill we all come into the Unity of the Faith, and 


0 f the Knowledge of the Son of GOD, unto a perfect 


an, unto the Meaſure of the Stature of the Ful- 


| ſs of CHRIST. From which Paſſage compared 
with others, particularly thoſe wherein Decency 


and Order in the Publick Offices are required to 
be provided for without being particularly de- 
fined; the leaſt that can be collected mult be 
thus much; That the Inſtitution we are con- 
ſidering, was intended for the Preſervation of 


the (4) One Faith, that is, of the Profeſſion of 
the Doctrines Eſſential to the Chriſtian Cove- 
nant; the Inſtruction and Edification of parti- 
cCular Chriſtians in theſe Fundamental Truths; 
and the Maintenance of Decency and Regula- 


Tity in the Sacred Offices of the Church. If there- 
fore we will ſuppoſe Chriſtianity to be a conſiſtent 


Scheme; as on the one Hand, all the Liberty 
that can well be reconciled to the Proſecution 
I”: 
ſtians; ſo on the other, whatever Authority is 


| theſe Ends, may be allowed to private Chri- 


(4) Eph, IV. 14. (b) v. 8, (e) v. 11, 12, 13. (d) v. 5. 
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neceſſary to the Attainment of them, muſt be 


whoſe Office and Duty it is to provide for and f 


of a Public Nature. As to Private udgment; 


— 
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_— — 
A ww 


_ Abilities; becauſe tis material to obſerve, in re- 


in Reaſon or Prudence to be extended beyond 


the other, &c, Theſe are Matters of a Sci the 4 


[ 20 | 
ſuppoſed to be entruſted with thoſe Perſons, 


promote them. 3 

Here then the Liberty of particular Chriſtians 
may be conſidered with reference either to Pri. 
date Fudzment, or to ſuch Religious Acts as are 


the Liberty of this is unqueſtionably the Rg 
I will add, the Exerciſe of it, in Proportion to 
their Abilities and Opportunities, is the Duty, 
of all Chriſtians. I ſay, in Proportion to their 


lation to Matters of Rel:g:on as well as all otheri, 4 
that the Exerciſe of private Judgment ought not 


the Power of it. If Men will inſiſt on a Liberty th 
of exerciſing themſelves in Matters too high for then, bug 
and of rejecting that Aſſiſtance which Gop has Wt 
provided for them; they not only return back | 
into that State of Uncertainty and Fluftuation | h 
from which the Chriſtian Miniſtry was intended b 
to releaſe them, but become doubly chargeable, | 4 
in Gop's Account, with ſuch Errors and Mi,, 
conduct, as their Vanity and Neglect of Hit p 
Ordinance ſhall occaſion. However, as private 
Judgment, ſo long as it is really Private, is 2 Kt, 
Matter purely Perſonal; Men are accountable þ * 

for it to GOD, and to Him only. But the Caſe} 
of every Thing to be tranſacted in Publick ss 
very different; as particularly, What Doctrine! 
!hall be taught, what Uſages obſerved, what Pe. 
ſons admitted to teach the one and to officiate in- 
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; q oncern: They muſt therefore be ſubject to 
uch Regulations as ſhall to the Society appear 
peceſſary to ſecure the Ends of its Inſtitution : 


And ſuch Regulations, when made, become pro- 
per Limitations of private Liberty, 

True indeed it is, that all Men, all Bodies of 
en, are fallible; they may require the Pro- 
feſſion of Doctrines, or they may enjoyn Con- 
Formity with Obſervances, contrary to Gop's 
Word: And when this is the Caſe, or when to 
private Chriſtians, upon the beſt Judgment they 
are able to form, this appears to be the Caſe ; 
the Rule to ſuch Perſons is, To obey GOD rather 
than Man, The Obligations we are under as 
Members of Cyx1sT's Church are all founded 
dn our antecedent Obligation to CHRIST as 
the Head of it; and therefore, we may be ſure, 
dught never to ſuperſede or overrule it. But 
Mill; if our Bleſſed Lo RD by founding His 
Church, and appointing a regular Miniſtry in it, 
has not taten away from its Members the Li- 
' berty of private Judgment, He has however gra- 
- Tiouſly directed and aſſiſted the Exerciſe of it. 
And ſurely they are concern'd, in order to ex- 
preſs a due Regard to their Saviour's Inſtitu- 
tion, as well as to partake of the Advantages of 
It, to proceed with Caution, and to deal fairly 
ith themſelves : Not condemning what has the 


Caſe} Sanction of publick Authority without an im- 
c partial Examination; nor miſtaking the Sug- 
?r:ne:Þ geſtions of Paſſion or Prejudice for Dictates of 
t Per. | Conſcience. Thoſe muſt be Dofrines, not only 
ite in Of undoubted Truth, but of great Importance, for 
Social the Sake of which private Chriſtians can be ex- 
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[22 ] 1 
cuſed in publickly oppoſing the Determination, 
and breaking the Peace and Harmony, of the 
Church, And as to mere Ceremonzes ; (a) Nothing 4 
leſs than Conviction of the Unlawfulneſs of the 
Thing enjoyned will juſtify a Non-Complyance, 7 


with the Injunctions of lawful Authority. No. &. 
tions of Expediency, or Hopes of better Edificn. Þ * 
tion, will by no means reach the Caſe. In all . 


well - regulated Societies, Matters of Decency 
and Expediency, of Order and Government 
muſt be refer'd, not to every Man's Privat: 
Judgment, but to the Determination of Publ: 
Wiſdom. A Liberty beyond this muſt be pro 
ductive of endleſs Di ſorder and Confuſion: It ca- 
t therefore have (b) GOD for its Author; not- 
be (c) That Liberty wherewith CHRIST hati 7\, 
made his Subjects Free. | = 
Let me only add, that if private Chriſtian » 
muſt act according to their own beſt Judgment 
ſo muſt the Church as a Society act likewiſe} ? 
And, if the former [hall take to themſelves i} * 


Liberty of profeſſing, and even of teaching ' A 


and propagating, ſuch Doctrines, as are in th} agi 
Society's Judgment ſubverſive of the Chriſtia each 
Covenant; or of introducing ſuch Cuſtoms into} $ 
Divine Worſhip as (d) the Churches of GOD a Ben 
Strangers to: let their private Judgment b ill 


S 


what it will, the Society, on the other Hand df 


maſt certainly be allowed a Liberty of providing 4 in 
for its own Preſervation, and for the Secur] oP 


and Promotion of thoſe Ends for which it wi | A D 


(a) See Bp. Sanderſon's Serm. on Rom. 14. 23. Sect. 28.  Þrof 
A. Bp. Sharp's Caſe of a doubting Conſcience, ” 
Dr. Rogers's Review, Part 2. Chap. 9. Sect. 2. I on! 
(b) 1 Cor, XIV, 33. (e) Gal. V. 1. (d) 1 Cor. XI. 16. N | ere 
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Juſtituted: Otherwiſe we ſhall aſſert to parti- 
#:1ar Members a Liberty deſtructive, not of the 


iberty only, but of the very Being, of the So- 


Tiety it 60 5 


ice, 4 


By this Time, 1 hope, it may in general ap- 


pear, what that Liberty is which we can juſtly 
| Flalenge, or reaſonably defire, as Men or as Chri- 
Fans; as Subjects under Civil Government, or as 
I embers of the Church of CHRIST : A Liberty 
2 Indeed, in each of theſe Reſpects, ſubject to 

ſome Reſtraints; 
Fame Time that they limit and incloſe our Free- 


i C dom, do alſo moſt effectually fence and ſecure it. 
1. 


not. 


bats Fas propoſed, 


but ſuch Reſtraints as, at the 


; r This has in Part already appeared, but may per- 


has more ſenſibly affect us, if we 5 as 


II. Secondly, The pernicious Con ſequences of Li- 
berty purſued zoo far; as exemplify d in the 
Times, which the preſent Solemnity brings 
to our Remembrance. 


| And here, it were eaſy to point out the many 
Fagrant Abuſes and fatal Effect. of Liberty, in 
tach of the Views under which the preſent Sub- 
ed has been already conſidered. But the Two 
General Heads of Religion and Civil Government 
Fill afford us abundant Evidence in the Caſe 
defore us, and more than can here be diftinct- 
o inſiſted on. 
| To begin with Abuſes of Liberty in Religion. 
Name never more uſed, never more vilely 


| Proſtituted, than in the a now under our 


| L onſideration in which Villanies of all Kinds, 


ini. 4 ere attempted, and by a juſt Proyidence per- 


mitted 


ö 
j 
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mitted to be accompliſh d, under the ſanctify! 


Pretence of Religion, and in the Name of tj; 


LORD. In what Manner theſe Good Men pro 
vided for the Honour of Gop and of His Holy * 
Religion, we ſhall ſoon ſee. The firſt Step to * 
be taken towards the Work of Subverſion, was ty 


withdraw the Attention and Regards of the Peo 


ple from their proper Paſtors. Accordingly, Men ; 
of all Capacities and Occupations were then in 


vited to think for themſelves, and encouraged ti 


determine the moſt important Queſtions, with. 
out ever conſulting thoſe, who were by Study J 
prepared, by Profeſſion ſet apart, and by Con- 
miſſion authorized, to direct and inſtruct then 
The Invitation was flattering ; and, as uſualh! 3 
happens in like Caſes, thoſe who had the wort 
Title to ſuch Encouragement were moſt forwail} 7 
to embrace it. Nor coud this Liberty of Fu} 7 
ing for themſelves long ſatisfy theſe Men's Va} 1 
nity: They ſoon took upon them, what ther} & 
Abetters had never deſigned for them, a Liber 
of ſetting up for Teachers to others, (a) When the ui 


came together to the ſacred Offices, they wh bo. 


might more properly have occupied the Place i 
the Unlearned, muſt needs every one of then! 
have his Pſalm, every one his Dofdrine, every ou ny 
his Interpretation, and not a few their pretende 1 
Revelations. The Annals of thoſe Times, auf 
even the Complaints of their own (6) Writer q 
will not ſuffer us to forget, what malicious U But 
was then made of this licentious Freedom wii 
the 22. Oracles ! what monſtrous Perverſion* 
of the Goſpel of Peace to the Purpoſes of Rebe 

(a) 1 Cor. XIV. 25. (b) See particularly Edwards's 7 
1B 


— 


191 


7d Jion and Parricide! what horrid (a) Blaſphemies 
th ] ere then broached and propagated! Whilſt 
r &very Perſon was admitted to officiate, every 
oh Poctrine to be taught, every Form of Worſhip 
) to J to be uſed, but ſuch as had the Recommendation 
Sto las it ought to have been accounted) of Lawful 
Peo asborit). The Reſult You all know. That an- 
Men tient, and venerable Order of Men, which had 
Vin Ic ded in the Chriſtian Church ever ſince it had 
dto A Being, fell a Sacrifice to the blind Rage of 
ith. | nilguided Zealots and Enthuſiaſts! That grave 
tuch And decent Service, with which our Forefathers 
waa dad been greatly edify'd and had worſhip'd the 
em, 


LORD in the Beauty of Holineſs, was trampled 
ual Inder Foot by theſe our new Reformers! And 


vor into the Place of theſe pretended Corruptions 


ward : were received ---- what ſhall I ſay? what indeed 
40 : tan be ſaid? ſince not any determinate Form of 
s V Worſhip or Polity ſucceeded : but a Medley of 
ther} $ects, dividing and ſubdividing into an endleſs 
ben Variety of ſenſeleſs Opinions and Modes of Wor- 
2 th up, unworthy of God, deſtructive of pure Re- 


wii gion, and highly diſhonourable to the injured 


ace Name of Proteſtantiſm! 
then. But ſurely, whatever elſe a deluded People 


ry on | ight forfeit, this was the Way to that Liberty 
ende of lon ſcience, for which they expreſs'd ſo ardent 
s, auf f Zeal, --- Liberty of Conſcience was indeed what 
riterÞ noſt of them at firſt profeſs'd to have in View : 


U Bt never were Men more out of the Road to it. 
n wic When once they forſook its moſt faithful Guar- 


erſionÞ 
Rebell 100 See * of theſe 1 in a late feafonable Traft, in- 
1925 d, The miſerable and diſtraffed Sraze of Religion upon the Downfal 


ngen, e, Printed for J. Stagg. 1736. 
lg D dian, 
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dian, the Church of England, they took Leave of 
true Liberty together with it; and ſoon perceived 
they had been flying from an imaginary Spiritual Xx 
' Tyranny to a #eal one in all its various Forms, 
under Men, who, while % of Power talk'd of bo 
Nothing but Forbearance, Moderation, and the * 
Spirit of Meekneſs ; but, when in Power, found 
out a very different Meaning to explain theſe A 

good Words in to others from that in which they 3 
had demanded the Benefit of them for then. 
ſelves. Each of the Perſwaſions in its Turn had 
its Covenants or its Engagements, each its Engine 
of one Kind or other, for fettering the Judg- ? 
ments, and torturing the Conſciences of Man. 
kind. In the mean Time, many obſerving the e 
unhappy Conſequences of a wanton Departure 
from a well-temper'd4 Authority, became prepared 
to repoſe themſelves on any that ſhould firſt of-| Þ? 
fer itſelf to them: And accordingly great Num. 
bers, after having ſtrain d at the Power of the} 
_ EngliſhHierarchy, made no Difficulty. of ſubmit-} + 
ting to the Dominion of Popery. Whilſt others} # 
took this Opportunity of propagating, with too 
much Succeſs, the yet more //avi/b Tenets of} * 
Deiſm, Fataliſm, and Atheiſm.Theſe were ſon: | 
of the Bleſſed Effects of that Liberty of Thinkin | 
which was then compleatly tried: as compleatly| Pla 
(I mean) as it ever can be tried! And methinb 8 
they are ſuch, as ſhou'd not make a ſober People] al! 
fond of repeating the Experiment! [2 

The Diſtractions in the State did in thoſe Daß 
(as more or leſs they always will) very remark Þ PI! 
ably. keep. pace with thoſe in the Church. The] Eve 
- plauſible Pretence in one Caſe was that of . O 

8 6. 5 forming | ; 
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Fr ming Corruptions; in the other, that of Re- 
Wreſſing Grievances, How they ſucceeded in the 


aal Work of Reformation, we have already ſeen ; and 
1s; the Reareſs they effected ſo nearly reſembled it, 
of both in its Progreſs and its Iſſue, that I need 
% hardly enlarge on any Particulars of it. The 
nd Yoweſt of the People were encouraged to make 
eſe free with the Characters, and to paſs Sentence 
hey on the Conduct, of their Governours: Heir 
m · Ionguet, at leaſt, were their own, and they had, in 
had reſpect of thoſe, no Lord over them. To enflame 
ine IJ heir Zeal, Jealouſies were artfully ſown, and in- 
dg. duſtriouſſy ipread among them, of dangerous De- 
Lan. ſigns upon their Liberties and Properties : Things 
the eyer juſtly valued by Mankind; and no wonder 
ture then if their Names, however mi ſapply'd, gave 
red the ambitious and diſcontented an Opportunity 
t ol. of drawing in much better Men into their ſub- 
um. verſive Projects. What Occaſions might have 
the been given to call for ſome Redreſs, in a Legal 


and regular Method, I preſume not to ſay; and 
hers} indeed it is the leſs neceſſary to enquire ; ſince, 
tool in fact, it ſoon appear'd, that the great Grie- 
| France to be redreſs d (I mean, in the Intention 
of too many, tho' not of them all) was the Con- 
titution itſelf. For when all their other Com- 
plaints were removed; when their Prince had 
given Way to their Encroachments on His Roy- 
al Prerogative, in a Manner that demonſtrated, 
how tenderly He loved his People, and how ar- 
dently He defired to make them eaſy and hap- 
py; were theſe pretended Patriot? ſatisfy d? --- 

Th Every Conceſſion ſerved only for an Invitation 
Ff N. do ſome more extravagant Demand. From Grie- 
rmim 9 vances 


. 


* 
. = + 
3 
* 


vances ſucceſsfully. repreſented they proceeded Mit 
to enſnaring Petitions» from Petitions gracioul. Fc 
ly heard, and granted (as far as they cou'd with 


Honeſty, farther than they cou'd with Safety be ev 
granted) they were emboldened to draw up {e. vie 
ditious Remonſtrances : Remonſtrances within % £ 


Doors ſoon produced Remonſtrances in the % 
Field, and at the Head of Armies, againſt their 
Sovereign. The Time would fail me to enume. + 
rate the various Acts of Hypocriſy, Treachery, % 
Violence, Cruelty, which made Way for that' 
enormous One, into which they were all ſummd 
up, as on This Day! A Fact attended with even 
Circumſtance of Aggravation and Horrour! Ma, 
the heinous Guilt of it never be viſited on u} Vu 
or our Poſterity! 4 5 | 


ſelves, they had now removed all the ance} Jen! 
Landmarks of the Conſtitution, and that in{up-Þ only 
portable Grievance, the Monarchy itſelf. But tirft 
when they had accompliſh'd all this, did the! Þ moy 
find themſelves in Poſſeſſion of what they had] ties 
- purſued thro ſo much Iniquity and Bloodſhed 9 
Was the Nation more free and flouriſhing, or pa- Aga 
ticular Perſons more ſecure in their Properties Tuſe 
than they had been before > Cou'd they ſpeak fo Juſt 
themſelves, they wou'd tell us, «the Revert rant 
of all this was true. When once a few craft vit 
Leaders had, by the Aſſiſtance of a deluded Pop $1 
_ Jace: gor that Power into their own Hands whic der 

they had inveigh'd againſt in thoſe of others Nelli 
they ſoon made it appear, what Kind of Liber be t 
they had cut out for themſelyes, and 3 tion 


{ed fifferent an one they had in Reſerve for their 
ul. Followers: For themſelves, a Liberty to op- 
ith preſs, decimate, plunder, and deſtroy whomſo- 


be erer they found too honeſt to become ſubſer- 
ſe. vient to their Villanies, or rich enough to fall 
hin A Sacrifice to their Avarice: For their Followers, 
the a Liberty zo eo forth, ſuch as were for Death, to the 
heir Death; ſuch as were for the Sword, to the Sword; 
me. and ſuch as were for the Captivity, to the Capti- 
ery,, ity. New and unheard-of Taxes were then ar- 
that Sitrarily impoſed ; New Courts of Judicature 
mad rected; New Methods of Torture invented and 
very, exerciſed. Coil Property cou'd not long conti- 
May} nue ſecure from grievous Compoſitions for Delin- 


n quency, after Church Lands had been invaded by 
their rapacious Ordinances. And, tho ſuch as had 
Mul adhered to the Royal Cauſe were on ſome Oc- 
em : caſions diſtinguiſhed by peculiar Marks of Re- 


cient} ſentment; yet theſe were far from being the 


up; y Sufferers: Thoſe, who had been among the 


Bu firſt Fomenters of the Nation's Diſorders, were 


they now ſome of the deepeſt Sharers in its Calami- 


had ties: They now felt thoſe Grievances they had 


ſhed! #nly complain d of before; when their Rebellion 
r par-Þ againſt a Prince whom they unrighteouſly ac- 
ties Tuſed of chaſtiſing them with Whips, had, by Gop's 
k fo juſt judgment ſubjected them to the extreme Ty- 


verſe Fanny of an Uſurper, who really chaſti ſed then: 


crafi with Scorpions. 
Pop Such were the deplorable Circumſtances, un- 


which der which this Nation then groaned, both in its 


thers Religious and Civil Capacity; and ſuch will always 
ibern de the Conſequences of Men's carrying their No- 
y vel tions and Purſuits of Liberty zoo far, to the Ruin 


* * 
die of 
Tab 5 ; 
3 | ; 


of Order and Government, and with them of all ＋ 
valuable Liberty itſelf. It remains then, Din 


III. Laſtly, That a ſuitable Application be mad: * { 


of the foregoing Particulars. 


And what Application can be better ſuited u 
the preſent Subject or the preſent Occaſion, than 
to exhort one another to ſet a juſt Value upon 
that Legal Liberty we of this Nation enjoy; m 
meddling with thoſe that are given to Change; no Til 
ſuffering ourſelves to be deluded by ſpecious Pre 
tences or fair Promiſes of tarther Liberty, into a 
Attempts tending to the Subverſion of our excel 
Jent Conſtitution, in either of its Branches; whit} 7 
mult ſooner or later end in the Ruin of Both. Ani} i 
Firſt, With regard to the State: Let the Re 
membrance of thoſe unexpetted Lengths to which 
the Iniquities and Diſtractions we have been 1 
viewing, were carried, teach us to beware of the 
Firſt Motions towards National Troubles. 
Ihe Beginning of Strife, eſpecially between 
Prince and People, or between two powerful Par 1 
ties of the latter, ar when one letteth out Natu.. 
and tis impoſſible to ſay, where the Breach ma 
end, or the Inundation be ſtop'd. I am willig 
to believe, no very conſiderable Number of thok 1 
Perſons, who firſt engaged in the Meaſures wp 
have been recollecting, had any Thoughts a= 
taking ſuch Steps as they ſoon after found, «Far 
thought they found, neceſſary. But, alas! when 
well-ſettled Conſtitutions are once unadviſed ft 
broken in upon: when Men's Paſſions are heatc*Jq 
and their Jealouſies ſet to work; no Man cafe 
foreſee, how far thoſe about him, or eyen "| 


Jn 


I CR 

"all E, may afterwards be carried. The Gradation, 

Pinted at by (a) St. Paul, was by our Forefathers 

mm Found but too eaſy and natural, from Backbitin 
; and Calumniating the Actions of their Gover- 


: pours, to Whiſperings and ſecret Cabals againſt 
d to hem; from Wh:ſperings to Swellings and Me- 
han paces; from Swell:nos to Tumults and riotous 
pon Wfſemblings: thence the Tranſition became al- 
n Moſt unavoidable to open and avowed Rebellion: 
no; Till after having paſſed thro a Sea of Blood of 
Pre. Fheir Fellow-Subjetts, they ſcrupled not at laſt to 
dam Fmbrew their guilty Hands in that of their 
«cel. gnointed Sovereign. 
hic (a) Nom all theſe Things were our Examples ; to 
And he Intent we ſhould not luſt after evil Things as 
> Re hey alſo luſted: that we ſhould not indulge a 
yhichh anton Humour of diſturbing Settlements, but 
ne Hou d know when we are well. We ſhou d hence 


f rh: Kearn the Folly, as well as the Iniquity, of giving 

Pay to the Suggeſtions of Spleen and Reſent- 
weep ment againſt our Superiors, and of engaging fo 
11 Par far in Party-Diſputes, as to put it out of our 
Late Power either to retreat with Safety, or to pro- 
h ma} Feed with Innocence. Let us reverence the Laws 
villa zs the beſt Preſervatives of our Liberties, and 
tho Fheerfully pay all that Honour and Obedience 
es , $0 our Gracious Sovereign, which Reaſon and 


hts o Religion demand from us. The crying Sin we 
nd, a dre this Day aſſembled to lament, and the Cala- 

whe mities that ſucceeded it, are a ſtanding Admoni- 
vilechf Kon to us againſt raſhly crediting ſuch Perſons as 
\cateoÞFromeſe us Liberty, but wou d in all Probability, 
an ci perhaps without being themſelves aware of it, 
en hin oon bring us into Bondage. 5 


Cor, XII 20, (ö) 1 Cor. X. 6. Giye 


ſal, P 
| re 
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- Give me Leave to ſubjoyn the like Caution, Fn 
with regard to the Eccleſiaſtical Part of our Con. 
ſtitution, againſt the like enſnaring Pretences of Ft] 
farther Liberty and a purer Reformation. tl 
Reformation is unqueſtionably a gloriou h 
Work, where it is indeed wanted; where the Cor. E 
ruptions complain d of are real ones; where the fr 
Advantages reaſonably expected will counterba. ca 
lance the Hazards attending all merely Human ne 
Attempts this Way; where it is begun regularly to 
and by proper Authority; where it is conducted de 
not only by warm Hearts but cool Heads, and 
ſuch as know when they have done enough, wi 
Such a Reformation this Church and Nation wa} 
once bleſs'd with. But when ſome of our Fore.. 
fathers, not content with Throwing off the Bu. 
then of Remiſb Ceremonies, and their ſtill lek} Me 
tolerable Superſtitions and Idolatries ; went for-} 
ward, in their exceſſzve Zeal, to reform away De. 
cency, and Solemnity, and Primitive Uſage ; theÞ ? 
Conſequences were ſuch as I need not now f. 
peat in Narration; and ſuch as, I preſume, no 
Lover of his Country wou'd wiſh to ſee repeatcÞ 7 
in Fact and Experience. ET 
But our preſent Reformers are better acquaintÞ 
ed with the Nature and Principles of Religious, 
Liberty, than their Forefathers were: T Fri 
wou d make a very different Uſe of Power if if 
were in Their Hands. Nay ſome of them (for iti 
far from being the Language of them all) wound I 
fain perſwade us, they mean no Harm to th Hon 
Church of England in their Attempts to deprivÞAll 
it of every Human Security. I am not diſpoſel 
to queſtion the Sincerity of ſuch Profeſſions. Wir 
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In, XZ muſt however have Leave to remember, that for 
bn. Nen to talk of making a good Uſe of the Power 
of they want, and to make a good Ule of the Power 
they enjoy, have been very different Things. And, 
ous had we not ſo good Evidence of this Truth from 
or. Experience, yet a little Jealouſy might be excuſed 
the from the apparent Temper of ſome late Advo- 
bz. Rcates for Liberty; whoſe Pleas in its Favour are 
nan not ſo much as a Cloke of their unkind Purpoſes 
ary towards us. For ſurely, no great Matters can be 
tel depended on from the Tolerating Spirit of thoſe 
and, Perſons, were We upon Terms of ſupplicating it, 
ug. who can at preſent allow themſelves in all the 
wal Arts of Miſrepreſentation, in order to blacken 
ore. I not to ſay, perſecute) the Reputations of thoſe 
Bur. Advocates for our Faith while living, and their 
Memories when dead, who had ſet them Exam- 
ples of a real Moderation in every Reſpect, the 
Force of their Reaſonings only excepted. 
Alter all, we might ask, What there is in the 
Church eſtabliſhed, that calls ſo loudly for a Re- 
for mation? But there is the leſs Occaſion (wou d 
eatel the Time permit) to deſcend to the Particulars of 
this Challenge, not only becauſe Theſe have been 
uaint over and over fully vindicated, but becauſe ſome 
giouÞ df the preſent Friends to Liberty (its only 
Jen Friends as they would be thought) are pleaſed to 


r if i declare openly againſt the Whole of this, and all 
or iti dther Religious Settlements, as ſuch. To ſatisfy 
woulÞ Them, (it ſeems) all Incloſures muſt be thrown 


down, all Creeds and Subſcriptions taken away, 
epritÞall Uniformity in Divine Worſhip left at large; 
ſpoſelſ and nothing required as a Term of Communion, 
ns. We dr even as a Qualification for the Teachers in Re- 

mul 5 ligion, 
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ligion, but the Profeſſion of the One Article, or 
(in Terms equally indefinite) of what # neceſſary Ie 
to denominate a Man a Chriſtian. IT ſtay not ni 5 
to examine, how far this Scheme is reconcileable 


with the Directions, which CHRIST and His A. 5 


for any Time continue in ſuch a State as this? | 
Wou'd all Chriſtians be at once ſet at Liberty! 


from their Paſſions and their Prejudices? And | f. 


particularly, wou'd the Teachers of Religion (for |? 
Teachers, I ſuppoſe, there muſt be ſo long a 
there is Relzpron) be by this means diveſted off 
that Luſt of Power, from which Some at preſent | 7? 
affect to be under ſuch dreadful Apprehenſions? ? 
Alas! the Denominations of the contending Pa- 
ties might be changed, but the Contentions them. 


{elves wou'd remain as fierce as ever. We ſhou'd | 3 
ſoon have Teacher ſetting up againſt Teacher; | ag 


_ each propoſing a different Interpretation of the? 
One Article, and a different Account of mae, 
neceſſary to denominate a Man a Chriſtian ; ea 
zealous for the Prevalence of his own; and pro 
bably the more ſo, in Proportion to the Hopes? 
he might flatter himſelf with, of being able to? 
draw the, then vacant, publick EncouragementsÞ * 
towards it, In the mean while, thoſe of the Pe 
ple, whom this Scheme ſhou'd find in a Poſture 


of 


6 


or * Indifference to all Religion, wou d ſoon be ad- 
1 I Þanced by it into the Seat of the Scornful ; whilſt 
1 it wou d drive the more devout into the Arms 
Jl pf the Romi ſh Emiſſary: Of the reſt, ſome wou'd 
A- } fall in with one Leader, ſome with another ; one 
ch. declaring for Paul, another for Apollos, a third for 
we Row and a fourth diſclaiming all ſubordinate 
e Authority or Inſtruction, and inſiſting on his im- 


mmecliate Relation to CHRIST, The Diſtractions 
will 1 wt needs be, for ſome Iime, moſt deplorable; 
ty, and the Iſſue of them (if our Situation with re. 


not ipect to our Nezghbours be conſidered) probably 
bud Mot much leſs ſo. Only thus much we may be well 
his? | aſſured of, that no Iſſue of them cou'd be more 
erty | dreaded by the Enemies, or more heartily prayed 
and! for by the Friends (I ſay not, of Religion only, 
(for | but) of all valuable Liberty, than a Revival of that 
g a; excellent Eſtabliſhment, which as on This Day 
d of | fell a Sacrifice, with its moſt faithful Defender, 


ſentÞ the Royal Martyr, at the Head of it ; which was 
ons? ſince, by Gops good Providence, wonderfully 
Par-“ Teſtored, and is (till graciouſly continued to us; 
nem. and which (if we are content to learn Wiſdom 
,ou'dÞ at the Expence of our Forefathers) we ſhall not 
cher; again wantonly caſt away from us. 
the] To conclude. The Conſtitution we live un- 
; | Cer, is, in both its Branches, ſo happily ſituated, 
eachÞ as to partake of the beneficial Influences of a 
| pro-Þ Juſt Authority and a ſober Liberty, and to avoid 
open the Extremes of Tyranny on one Hand, and Li- 
le to centiouſne ſe on the other: A Conſtitution, under 
ments Which we may be as ſecure, as any thing Human 
e Pe- can ſecure us, in our Perſons and our Properties, 
2 in our Lives, and (which are juſtly yet dearer to 
os us) 


364 


us) our Con ſciences: A Conſtitution, by a due Im. 


provement of the Advantages whereof, we may 


be eaſy in this World, and happy in a far better. 


Let us then at once ſhew ourſelves worthy of 
theſe Bleſſings, and ſecure the Continuance of 
them, by (a) rend ring unto Ceſar the Things mhic 
are Ceſar's, and unto GOD the Things that ar: 


GOD's : Expreſſing our Affection for our Country, | 


by praying for its Peace, and by contributing our 
honeſt Induſtry in our proper Station, towards its 
Proſperity ; and our Zeal for our Holy Religion, 


by a conſtant and devout Attendance on its Wor. 
ſhip and its Ordinances, and by adorning it with _ 
all the Virtues and Graces of a truly Chriſtian _ 


Life. Schemes of farther Liberty, of greater 
Perfection, look plauſible in Theory, and inviting 
ata Diſtance; and might perhaps anſwer our Ex 


pectations tolerably well upon a nearer View, 
were both the principal Conducters of them, and 
their ſubordinate Inſtruments (in other Word 
were all Mankind) thoſe purely rational, thoſe 
intirely d:ſþaſſzonate Beings, which unexperienced} | 


Projectors generally preſume upon finding then 


to be. But, till this is the Caſe, that is, till ve, 
arrive at that Jeruſalem which is above, and which! 
alone is perfectly, becauſe it alone cou d be %, 
curely, Free: Let us cheerfully comply with thoſe 
Reſtraints, which our preſent Situation renden 
neceſſary for us: And (b) whereunto we have al. 
ready attained, let us walk by the ſame Rule, bi 


| (a) Matt, XXII. 21. (5) Phi HK46/ | 
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